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to reach their sectors of occupied Berlin. Ne-
gotiations on land access via autobahn, rail-
road, and barge were begun but never com-
pleted because of the deterioration of relations
with the Soviet Union.

On June 11, 1948, Soviet military authorities
halted Allied and German freight traffic to Ber-
lin for two days. This was the beginning of a
campaign of harassment and bullying that
continued for the next two weeks. On June 18,
the three Western Allies—the United States,
Britain, and France—announced the establish-
ment of a critically important currency reform
that paved the way for Germany’s post-war
economic recovery. Soviet authorities pro-
tested the currency reform and announced
that they would not participate. On June 22,
following a meeting of the four occupying pow-
ers, Soviet authorities announced that they
would proceed with a separate currency re-
form in their own zone of occupation. The
Western Allies reaffirmed their intention to pro-
ceed with their planned reform.

On June 24, 1948, Soviet military authorities
enforced a complete prohibition of all ground
transportation to and from the western sectors
of Berlin—freight and passenger by highway,
railroad, and water. The following day, June
25, Soviet authorities served notice that they
would not supply food to the Western occupa-
tion zones of the city. That very day, the first
eight British Royal Air Force aircraft arrived in
the British sector of Berlin to commence airlift
operations. The Berlin airlift formally began on
June 26 with 22 flights of United States C–47
aircraft carrying 80 tons of supplies from Wies-
baden in the U.S. occupation zone to Berlin’s
Tempelhof airfield.

Mr. Speaker, over the next 320 days—until
May 12, 1949, when Soviet authorities re-
opened ground routes to Berlin—the United
States and Great Britain carried out a massive
airlift bringing in all of the food and other sup-
plies necessary to maintain the 2.1 million
people living in the Western Allied occupation
zones of Berlin.

The effort was truly remarkable. By Feb-
ruary of 1949 the U.S. Air Force and the
Royal Air Force were delivering nearly 8,000
tons daily—the equivalent of 530 German rail
carloads of supplies. All kinds of commodities
were transported to the city in order to main-
tain the health and well-being of its citizens.
Two-thirds of the material carried to Berlin was
coal—the fuel necessary to maintain the west-
ern zones of the city. Less than one-third of
the material carried to Berlin was food—slight-
ly more than one pound per person per day,
which provided the West Berliners with a nour-
ishing, though monotonous, diet. Some 7 per-
cent of the total goods transported were indus-
trial raw materials, in order to maintain the
economy of the city, liquid fuel, and other
items.

Mr. Speaker, the cost of operating the airlift
was high for all involved. West Berliners suf-
fered to maintain their freedom. Their privation
was real. Despite the airlift, food and fuel was
scarce. Unemployment rose steadily through-
out the period of the airlift because industries
did not have sufficient fuel and raw materials
to maintain their operations. The American
and the British people paid an estimated $200
million to operate the airlift over the 320 days
that it functioned. Considering the massive
scale of the operation, it was remarkably safe.
Nevertheless, 76 people died in airlift oper-
ations, including 31 American servicemen.

The airlift was an example of one of the fin-
est efforts of the United States military forces.
The logistics requirements were extraordinary.
Aircraft had to be gathered from American
bases around the world, pilots had to be
trained, ground crews coordinated. The Tem-
pelhof airfield in Berlin was inadequate to the
task, and it had to be expanded and rebuilt at
the same time that aircraft were using the run-
ways around the clock. Throughout this mas-
sive effort American and British military forces
worked side by side.

General George C. Marshall served as our
Secretary of State at the time of the Berlin Air-
lift, and he played a critical role in the decision
to establish the airlift. Robert H. Ferrell, in his
biography of General Marshall, put the impor-
tance of the Berlin Airlift in context:

The City [of Berlin] was a symbol of the di-
vision of Germany. Its continued independ-
ence . . . gave evidence of the will power of
the Western nations on the whole German
question and even more: if Berlin went com-
pletely to the Russians, all Germany could
follow, and such a procession of calamities
might collapse Western Europe.

Mr. Speaker, the Berlin Airlift was a critical
event that helped to cement the friendship of
the American and the German people follow-
ing World War II. In 1994, then Secretary of
State Warren Christopher told a German audi-
ence at the Berlin Airlift memorial at Tempel-
hof Airport:

Americans remember the airlift as the
bridge that joined us as kindred nations, pre-
pared to stand firm in defiance of tyranny,
prepared to endure hardship in defense of lib-
erty. This legacy outlasted the airlift, the di-
vision of Germany and, ultimately, the Cold
War itself.

The Berlin Airlift was a critical step in estab-
lishing the United States response to the So-
viet Union at the critical opening stage of the
Cold War. President Harry S. Truman, who di-
rected that the airlift be established when So-
viet forces attempted to isolate and engulf
Berlin, established the fundamental U.S. pos-
ture—a firm but measured response to efforts
to extend Soviet authority.

As we look back from the perspective of half
a century, Mr. Speaker, President Truman and
his outstanding Secretary of State, General
George C. Marshall, were responsible for set-
ting United States policy toward the Soviet
Union. That policy was followed by every
President and Secretary of State—both Re-
publican and Democratic—for the next forty
years.

When we applaud the fall of the Berlin Wall
and the opening of the iron curtain, Mr.
Speaker, it is Harry Truman whom we must
thank. He did not live to see the triumph of the
wise policies that he set in place, but we as
Americans are now living in a new and safer
world that was shaped and largely brought
about through the genius and foresight of
Harry Truman and George C. Marshall.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in commemorating one of the critical
events of this century—the 50th anniversary of
the Berlin Airlift.
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great respect for the outstanding record
of excellence she has compiled in academics,
leadership and community service, that I am
proud to salute Heather Rogers, winner of the
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award
is made to young adults who have dem-
onstrated that they are truly committed to play-
ing important roles in our Nation’s future.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Heather is being honored for demonstrat-
ing that same generosity of spirit, intelligence,
responsible citizenship, and capacity for
human service that distinguished the late
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan.

Heather is an exceptional student at Deer-
field High School and possesses an impres-
sive high school record. Heather is President
of the National Honor Society and Treasurer
of the school yearbook. Heather also is in-
volved with Varsity basketball, volleyball and
cheerleading. Outside of school, Heather is in-
volved with various community activities.

In special tribute, therefore, I am proud to
join with her many admirers in extending my
highest praise and congratulations to Heather
Rogers for her selection as a winner of a
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth-
ers whose personal interest, strong support
and active participation contributed to her suc-
cess. To this remarkable young woman, I ex-
tend my most heartfelt good wishes for all her
future endeavors.
f
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
I was very pleased to receive last week a noti-
fication from the Carnegie Commission Hero
Fund word that they had awarded a medal to
Marc Meunier of New Bedford, Massachu-
setts. On March 18, 1997, Marc Meunier
saved two people from drowning. Many of us
Mr. Speaker, would be very proud if we were
able to give assistance to fellow human beings
in trouble. To not simply give assistance but
save the lives of two people who were about
to drown is obviously an accomplishment of
enormous significance. I am very pleased that
the Hero Fund extended this extremely well
deserved recognition to Mr. Meunier and I ask
that the description of his heroics be printed
here as an example of how we human beings
can act at our best.

JODI C. RODERICK
R. STEPHEN MORRISON
Plymouth, Massachusetts

MARC M. MEUNIER
New Bedford, Massachusetts

Jodi C. Roderick, Marc M. Meunier, and R.
Stephen Morrison saved Leslie L. and Helene
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E. Faulkner from drowning, Carver, Massa-
chusetts, March 18, 1997. Faulkner, 62, and
his wife, 71, were traveling in their auto-
mobile on a roadway atop an earthen dam
when that section of the dam collapsed be-
neath them. Their car dropped into the deep,
10-foot-wide gap that was created initially
and was pinned against debris by turbulent
breach waters from East Head Pond, the ad-
jacent reservoir. Faulkner and his wife were
trapped in the car, which began to fill with
water. Among the first motorists on the
scene were Roderick, 37, heating and air con-
ditioning technician; Meunier, 40, correction
officer, and Morrison, 47, sales representa-
tive. Roderick obtained a hammer, then
jumped onto the submerging car’s exposed
trunk and broke out the rear window before
returning to the roadway. At the edge of the
breach, he, Meunier, and Morrison pulled
Faulkner, then his wife, from the car to the
roadway, with Meunier, held by Roderick
and Morrison, extended into the breach to
reach the victims. The turbulent rush of
water continued to widen the breach, under-
mining the pavement from which the men
acted. Faulkner and his wife required hos-
pitalization for treatment of their injuries.

f
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Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to in-
troduce the ‘‘Reinstatement of the Medicare
Rehabilitation Act (RMRA) of 1998.’’ RMRA
repeals the $1,500 annual limits on physical
and occupational rehabilitation services estab-
lished by the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
(BBA) which are set to go into effect on Janu-
ary 1, 1999 and requires the Health Care Fi-
nancing Administration to implement a budget
neutral alternative payment system no later
than January 1, 2000.

In a rush to find savings in the Medicare
program last year, Congress imposed an arbi-
trary $1,500 annual limitation on most out-
patient rehabilitation services. Unlike other
BBA provisions, the $1,500 limits were adopt-
ed without the benefit of committee hearings
or a detailed analysis by HCFA of their likely
effects on beneficiaries’ ability to obtain medi-
cally necessary services.

In fact, analyses undertaken since the en-
actment of the BBA indicate that implementa-
tion of the limits will have a disproportionate
effect on the most vulnerable Medicare bene-
ficiaries, including victims of stroke and other
debilitating conditions which require con-
centrated therapy services. A $1,500 annual
payment may be sufficient to address the ‘‘av-
erage’’ case, but it will not be adequate for
beneficiaries who require more intensive serv-
ices. The option of transporting non-ambula-
tory resident of a skilled nursing facility or
other rehabilitation setting to an outpatient
hospital department will be disruptive to pa-
tients and ultimately more costly to the Medi-
care program. Savings will be achieved only if
this inconvenience and disruption cause pa-
tients to forgo medically necessary services to
which they are entitled under the Medicare
program.

More importantly, American seniors have
been encouraged to expect Medicare to cover
the cost of medically necessary treatment,

subject to reasonable copayments and
deductibles. The existence of an arbitrary cov-
erage limitation on otherwise medically nec-
essary services will likely come as a shock to
affected beneficiaries and their relatives, often
at a time of great stress. Surely, a less disrup-
tive approach can be found to achieve pro-
gram savings.

VSPA will prevent the $1,500 annual limita-
tions from taking effect on January 1, 1999
and will require HCFA to develop and imple-
ment an alternative payment system for out-
patient physical therapy, occupational therapy,
and speech-language pathology services.
Rather than limiting the availability of medi-
cally necessary services by imposing an arbi-
trary annual dollar limitation, the new system
would be based on patient need. Payments
would be based on patient classification by di-
agnostic category and would take into account
prior use of services in both inpatient and out-
patient setting. Payment rates would be estab-
lished in a budget neutral manner. Mr. Speak-
er, I acknowledge that I did not oppose the in-
clusion of this provision in the Balanced Budg-
et Act. Frankly, we did not understand how
unfairly it could affect the most vulnerable of
Medicare beneficiaries. Now that we have that
information, we should not be reluctant to cor-
rect a policy which we now know will cause
great hardship and unfairness.

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to
join me in support of the Reinstatement of the
Medicare Rehabilitation Benefit Act of 1998.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
commend the initiative of two young people
who are residents of the Children’s Village in
Dobbs Ferry, New York who have coura-
geously and creatively confronted a problem
within their community.

Tamari Valentine and Nicholas Mercado,
ages 14 and 13, have established Adolescent
Council Workshops—Sensitivity Workshops
with a difference—in response to an ugly inci-
dent that had occurred at the Children’s Vil-
lage. Instead of confronting the situation,
which arose after some derogatory epithets
had been sprayed on some of the residential
buildings of the Village, with a response in
kind, these young men stood back and
thought about the circumstances that had
probably motivated this misguided act they be-
lieved had been committed by other young
people.

The solution Tamari and Nicholas came up
with was to create a forum where residents
from the Village and other young people from
the surrounding community could come to-
gether and talk out whatever differences they
felt they had between themselves. These
meetings soon grew into workshops where the
youth of Dobbs Ferry learned that stereotyping
a person because of where he lives or his ap-
pearance is a barrier to appreciating individ-
uals for who they are and what they have to
offer.

The Children’s Village Adolescent Council
has now conducted more than 40 workshops,

including programs for schools, senior citizens
groups, corporations, conferences and local
groups. As a recognition of their courage and
their creativity, Tamari and Nicholas were re-
cently selected by the Walt Disney Company
to participate in the U.S. delegation to the
1998 Children’s Summit in Paris. I am proud
that they are young constituents of mine and
I hope my colleagues in the Congress will join
in recognizing their outstanding initiative that
promises to build a better future.
f
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great respect for the outstanding record
of excellence she has compiled in academics,
leadership and community service, that I am
proud to salute Maureen Peters, winner of the
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award
is made to young adults who have dem-
onstrated that they are truly committed to play-
ing important roles in our Nation’s future.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Maureen is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity
for human service that distinguished the late
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan.

Maureen is an exceptional student at Jack-
son High School and possesses an impressive
high school record. Maureen is actively in-
volved in the Student Government and Na-
tional Honor Society. Maureen is also involved
with Varsity soccer, tennis and volleyball. Out-
side of school, Maureen is involved with her
Church Youth Group.

In special tribute, therefore, I am proud to
join with her many admirers in extending my
highest praise and congratulations to Maureen
Peters for her selection as a winner of a
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth-
ers whose personal interest, strong support
and active participation contributed to her suc-
cess. To this remarkable young woman, I ex-
tend my most heartfelt good wishes for all her
future endeavors.
f
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to acknowledge the work of Seneca
S. Foote, president of the United Methodist
Retirement Communities, Inc.

Mr. Foote has been associated with the
church-affiliated retirement communities since
his ordination as a United Methodist Church
minister 18 years ago. During his tenure, he
has overseen major fund-raising, building, and
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